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On the west the boundaries of India are marked by the river Indus all the way to the great ocean into which it pours its Waters, whicli it does by two mouths. These mouths are not close to each other, like the five mouths of the I s t e r (Danube), but diverge like those of the N i 1 e, by which the Egyptian delta is formed. The Indus in like manner makes an Indian delta? which is not inferior in area to the Egyptian, and is called in the Indian tongue Pattala.^f
On the south-west, again, and on the south, India is bounded by the great ocean just mentioned, which also forms its boundary on the east. The parts toward the south about Pattala and the river Indus were seen by Alexander and many of the Greeks, but in an eastern direction Alex-
y P a 11 a 1 a.—The name of the Delta was properly Patalene, and P fi t a 1 a was its capital. This was situated at the head of the Delta, where the western stream of the Indus bifurcated. That.ha has generally been regarded as its modern representative, but General Cunningham would "almost certainly" identify it with Niranliol or H a i d a r a b fi d, of which P a t a 1 p p. r and P a t. a £ i 1 a (' flat rock') were old appellations. With regard to the name Putala he suggests that "it may have been derived from P<ltala} the trumpet flower" (Bignoniu •suaveolens), " in allusion to the trumpet shape of the province included between the eastern and western branches of the mouth of the Indus, as the two branches as they approach the sea curve outward like the mouth of a trumpet." Bitter, however, says:—"Patfila is the designation bestowed by the Brahmans on all the provinces in the west towards sunset, in antithesis to Prasiaka (the eastern realm) in Ganges-land: for "P6.bd.lfi is the mythological name in Sanskrit _of the under-world, and consequently of the land of th£west." Arrian's estimate of the magnitude of the Delta is somewhat excessive. The length of its base, from tbe Pitti to the Kori mouth, was less than 1000 stadia, while that of the Egyptian Delta was 1300. c

